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On the occasion of a charity event organized by symparoikous in Melbourne for 
strengthening the organization, the Chairman of the Board Foundation speaks to the 
"New World" for its actions, but the role of the Diaspora and Australia work 

It's been three years since two symparoikoi, Messrs Betty Athanassakis and Mary 
regularly called for the first time in philanthropic feelings of community of Melbourne to 
strengthen the work of the charity of Greece "The Smile of the Child" which is considered 
the most active organization that provides support to the most vulnerable members of 
Greek society.  

This year's event was organized by the two symparoikous will take place on December 5 
in the building of the Pan-Laconian Brotherhood and that the organizing do again appeal 
to those who want to help to give the present or provide a sum of money.  

On the occasion of both the event and the fact that this year the "Smile of the Child 
completes 20 years since its founding the" New World "spoke with Mr. Kostas 
Giannopoulos, Director of the Board the organization who referred not only to the action 
of the organization and the relations of this with the Diaspora but also with Australia.  

THEN AND NOW 

Mr Giannopoulos, "The Smile of the Child" closes this year 20 years supply. You 
could in principle make an assessment of past action?   As you perhaps know "The 
Smile of the Child" is the vision of my 10 year old son! The health adventure Andreas 
started in January 1995. he was a special child who in the difficult path that followed, had 
the concern of all children have generously everything he had: love, affection, interest, 
respect! Something expressed in the log before leaving life. Andreas gave, if you will, the 
"mandate" and to this day -and by telos- will follow religiously. Along with me and 
thousands of people who share the same vision: "Smile every child"!  

Over the 20 years the Organization's action, we support more than one million children 
and their families. With continued work and ongoing scientific study we managed 
together and mention is Our employee volunteers and our supporters, to shape a 
reputable organization with recognition in Greece and internationally. Today we have in 
our potential 408 employees and 2,350 active volunteers. Our primary goal is the 
organization to seamlessly continue its work, to support the thousands of children in our 
country who need and knows how to do it. Visionary smile every child follow the urging of 
Andrew.  



 

How Kids today care organization?   More than 350 children are growing up in our 14 
houses and we continue to stand by us in 57 adult children, as it does each family, either 
studying or working or doing military service. However, it is not only children who grow up 
in our homes. Through all of our services in 2014 supported 82 802 children and their 
families, while the figure in H1 2015 amounted to 60,000! 

Tell us a little the situation of children who undertake to care?   Every our action 
aimed at a particular group and invited to meet some specific need. Children who grow 
up in our homes are, on the whole, children who have been abused, neglected, have 
been found unaccompanied, without parental care or who have suffered 
violence. Through the Support Centres, benefiting children and families facing serious 
living problems, and through our actions in health care operate nationwide intensive care 
ambulances for newborns and children -which we have integrated in EKAV- mobile 
clinics that provide free preventive examinations thousands of children all over Greece, 
while through the Department of Medical giving solutions to families and children with 
serious health problems.  

At the same time, through the National Helpline for Children 1056 and the European 
Hotline for Missing Children in cooperation with the authorities we are ready to intervene 
for each child who is at risk, coordinating mechanism Amber Alert Hellas when a child 
disappears and immediate threat, and by providing appropriate assistance and support. 
We have accumulated a wealth of experience in the field of abuse and disappearances 
of children and I must stress at this point that we have developed an excellent 
cooperation with the Australian authorities as part of our participation in international 
networks and child protection agencies.  

THE ROLE OF OMOGENEIAS  

How do you manage to survive and continue your work through in those difficult 
years?    The economic crisis has inevitably and social implications. Thousands of 
children today face serious problems: poverty, malnutrition, lack of access to health 
services and so much more. The result is increasing demand for all kinds of help which 
we must respond to them with all our services.  

At the same time, however, "The Smile of the Child", with unique contributors to the 
citizens and companies going through, once again, a particularly difficult period which is 
reflected strongly and its financial results. Despite the adversity we decided to take the 
excess and continue without any reduction of our services with continuous effort to find 
financial resources in Greece and abroad.  

 



Get Help from emigrants? Could you give us some specific cases?   The Greek, in 
any corner of the world they are located hurts his country and his countrymen. We all 
know it and we in "The Smile of the Child" we see it in practice. Like the Greeks living in 
Greece, so the Greeks living abroad, since experience the "Smile", distinguishing the 
substantial work that offers children and in Greek society, recognize the transparency 
surrounding every aspect of its operation and our honoured by their support. For this 
reason we want more expatriates to know us and to open a genuine channel of 
communication for the benefit of all children who need us.  

Last year, thanks to the money they managed to gather Diaspora US teams through 
specific events and actions they have undertaken to this end, we managed to buy a 
modern ambulance for babies and children, which is the last year operated with staff of 
our organization covering similar needs. 

In Australia, we have some loyal friends the last 2 years about organizing an annual 
event the proceeds of which have entirely to our Agency and which are very important 
help for us. Within two years, namely from the revenue collected by the two so far these 
events, we managed to secure the winter heating oil for our 2 Cottages and looking 
forward to see how it goes this year's dance takes place on December 5, the Pan-
Laconian Room with a $ 60 ticket that includes fine dining from chef and live music from 
singers of the Greek community of Melbourne who offer their services pro bono.  

Soul of this initiative is Mrs. Betty Athanassakis, launched itself two years ago this effort 
and immediately was surrounded by other women who support a sincere interest in "The 
Smile of the Child". 

Your future plans?   To continue, despite the difficulties, the necessary job 
keeping us supplied our quality services to meet every need of all children in 
Greece. This was the vision of my little Andrew and this vision will follow faithfully in the 
coming years.  

In addition to mention that the music program of the tavern evening held in the Hall of 
Pan-Laconian Brotherhood selflessly participating artists, Andreas koikikon Costas 
Xanthi, Duchess Filipppou Katerina Law Maria lettuce, Spiros and Andreas Antonis 
Lyra. For reservations call at Mrs. Betty Athanassakis (9380 6303) and Mrs. Maria 
Regular (0452 188 003). 
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