
TREES REMOVED AT SPARTA PLACE 
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A large crowd braved rain for the unveiling 
of the statue of King Leonidas in Sparta 
Place, Brunswick, on November 29. Left, 
where the trees stood.  
 
BRIDAL wear icon Mariana Hardwick has 
branded the mysterious removal of two 
mature white cedar trees from Brunswick’s 
Sparta Place an act of “absolute 
vandalism”.   

 
The two trees were ripped up just days before the November 29 unveiling of a controversial 
bronze statue of King Leonidas in the laneway, attended by about 800 people.  The $32,000 
statue was jointly funded by Moreland Council and the Brunswick-based Pallaconian Brotherhood 
of Melbourne and Victoria. 
 

Moreland Council is investigating the trees’ 
removal. Leader could not make contact with the 
brotherhood.   

Sparta Place traders have been at loggerheads with 
the council and the brotherhood over the statue, 
which they feel has been imposed on them and is 
not in keeping with the laneway’s boutique vibe.   

Ms Hardwick, of the Hardwick Building Sparta Place, said traders were “absolutely appalled” by the 
act of “absolue vandalism”. She demanded that those responsible be charged with theft and 
vandalism. “We’ve been campaigning to get those trees and they were just doing nicely,” Ms 
Hardwick said.    

Sparta Place hairdresser Corrin McNamara said she saw two men remove the cedar trees and 
replace them with small olive trees about 8pm on Thursday, November 26.  She called police who 
spoke with the men. The olive trees had been removed by mid-morning on Friday, she said.  
Moreland city infrastructure director Nerina Di Lorenzo said planned landscaping, including the 
olive trees, had been discussed between council officers, councillors, the brotherhood and traders - 
but nothing had been finalised.  

Ms Hardwick told Leader traders had not been consulted about removing any trees.  Mayor 
Lambros Tapinos said the council would look into the matter.  He said that “if council did not give 
approval, the individuals implicated in the removal of the trees may be required to pay for their 
replacement”.  Following the unveiling of the statue of King Leonidas - a Spartan hero - Moreland 
officially renewed its sister-city relationship with Sparta at a ceremony last week. 
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