
 

 
PETER MERCOULIA  
 

Peter was born in the village of Kefalas, Sparta, Greece in 
1955. At the age of 9 he migrated with his mother and 
brother to Australia by boat to join his farther who migrated 
the previous year. Peter had a happy childhood attending 
Bentleigh West Primary school and playing cricket and 
football on the road after school.  
 

On Saturday nights Peter sold the sporting globe and Herald in front of the 
Bentleigh picture theatre making about $5.00 per week. When he turned 12 and 
bought a bike he did a morning paper round which netted him the grand sum of 
$10.00 per week. Following completion of his secondary education at Brighton 
High School, he completed his Diploma of Building at RMIT and immediately upon 
graduation joined W.O. Longmuir as a Building graduate. 
 
In one of his usual Saturday night disco nights at Peanuts with his cousin Peter 
Mercoulia in the mid 70’s Peter Met his beautiful wife Sofie and at the age of 22 
they were married in the following year. For better opportunities Peter in 1976 
joined one of Victoria’s largest privately-owned building companies, L.U. Simon as 
a building foreman where he spent 7 years.  
 
In 1985 and aged 30, together with his brother Jim who had also graduated from 
RMIT and had joined Construction Engineering founded Merkon Constructions Pty 
Ltd (Merkon). From humble beginnings, the company has grown into a locally 
recognized player in domestic and commercial construction with an annual 
turnover last year of $60m carrying out construction in Victoria and interstate 
employing 70 full time staff.  
 
In addition, Peter has since gone on to establish Vancorp Constructions – a smaller 
scale construction and consultancy firm based in Vanuatu which employs 6 expat 
Aussies and 75 local Ni-Vans. Among projects, Vancorp has been involved in is  
the redevelopment of Iririki Island Resort, the Grand Hotel and Casino on behalf of 
the Zagame Group, ,Le Lagon Resort (owned by the Warwick Group).and various 
Aus aid projects. 
 
Peter and Sofie’s two sons are involved in the construction industry with 
Christopher working for Unitised Building systems and Peter jnr joined Merkon in 
2008 as a Contract Administrator. Jim’s youngest daughter Cassandra has 
commenced her building studies at RMIT and hopefully will join Merkon in years to 
come     
 
As the Euro zone crisis continues to unfold and Greeks have again begun arriving 
in Melbourne, Peter with the help of the Greek Orthodox Community has actively 
created job opportunities for those seeking refuge from the economic downturn in 
their homeland. His actions are typical of his passion for, and dedication to his 
community.  



 

 
To this end, Merkon sponsors Greek migrants to Australia, affording them an 
opportunity they may not otherwise have had to stay and work here. Peter’s 
sponsorship of Greek workers was recently highlighted in a feature article in 
KOINOTIKA NEA,  

 
Peter is a member of HACCI, the Greek Orthodox Community and the Pallaconian 
Brotherhood Leonidas. 
 
Merkon has also completed projects for the Greek community such as:  

 Red Hill Church Hall;  

 St John’s Greek Orthodox College in Preston 

 St John’s Greek Orthodox Church in Carlton; and  

 St John’s Monastery Northcote.   
 
Peter is a Major in the Army Reserves, where he received an Australian Defence 
Medal. He has been involved in volunteer construction projects for the Australian 
Army, in recognition of which he was awarded an Appreciation of Service Award in 
2008. 
 
In 2009 Peter was the Officer Commanding the Engineer Support Group in 
response to the Black Saturday Bushfires. He coordinated the Army Engineer 
response to the tragedy and again he received an award in recognition. 
 
Peter is a Life Member of the St Paul’s Football Club where he played over 120 
games between 1971 and 1981, winning the club’s Best and Fairest Award in 1972. 
Peter went on to serve as president between 1990 and 1994, before becoming 
General Manager in 1994 to 1998. Peter has been a member of the Club Board 
since 2000. Merkon continues to be a major sponsor of the club.  
 



 

Peter was at one time a Vic Kick (now Auskick) coach, reflecting Peter’s dedication 
to community sport and its associated benefits. In 2002 the AFL awarded him a 
Recognition Award to Volunteers of Australian Football for his services to the 
game. 
 
In 2004, Peter was a volunteer at the Athens Olympic Games working in security. 
 
Merkon is a sponsor of the Hellenic Museum in Melbourne. Vancorp sponsors a 
child each year in Vanuatu to complete his or her secondary schooling to VEC 
standards. 
 
Peter is a keen jogger who with his brother Jim have completed 10 Melbourne 
marathons and joined the Spartan Club.  His biggest regret is unlike his brother he 
hasn’t be able to break the 3 hour mark  
 
 
 
Military service 

Major Peter Mercoulia 
 
Major Peter Mercoulia was born in Sparta Greece on 6th 
August 1955 and migrated to Australia in 1964. After 
completing his secondary education at Brighton High 
School he undertook a Building Degree at Royal 
Melbourne Institute of Technology finishing in 1980. 

 
In December 1979 Major Mercoulia enlisted in the Army Reserve with Officer Cadet 
Training Unit graduating in 1981 into the Royal Australian Engineers.  His initial 
employment was as a Troop Commander with 10 Field Squadron with the added 
responsibility of President of the Combined Mess Funds.  On promotion to Captain 
he was posted to 105 Construction Squadron as the Construction Officer and later 
Plant Troop Officer with 107 Plant Squadron. 
 
In 1985 Major Mercoulia founded a construction company, Merkon Constructions. 
Due to the rapid expansion of the business in 1989 he transferred to the Inactive 
Reserve. In 2004, when the business was well established, he transferred back to 
the Army Reserve initially on continuous full time service as Adjutant at 4 Combat 
Engineer Regiment.  He also went to the Athens Olympics that year as a volunteer 
carrying out security. 
 
In 2005 Major Mercoulia was posted to 38 Combat Engineer Squadron as 2IC and 
in 2006 he nominated for COAC; however, was unsuccessful.   In December that 
year Major Mercoulia was OC for the final phase of a DACC task at the Victorian 
bushfires at Mt. Erica and was responsible of the orderly disengagement of ADF 
assets from the area.  
 
In 2007 Major Mercoulia was posted as OC 203 Works Section and was promoted 
to Major at the beginning of 2008.   Major Mercoulia was also PMC of the Oakleigh 



 

Barracks Officers Mess during 2008 and 2009.  In 2009 Major Mercoulia was 
appointed OC 105 Construction Squadron and during Feb 2009 was OC of the 
Engineer Support Group for OP VIC FIRE ASSIST.   
 
In 2010 Major Mercoulia was posted to 4 Brigade as the assistant SADFO with 
responsibility for the development of liaison between 4 Brigade units and DSG to 
overcome previous inter-organisational process and relational difficulties. He 
represents 4 BDE at SADFO meetings at Simpson Barracks and Puckapunyal. In 
2011 he was also appointed 4BDE Security Officer    
 
In his civilian employment Major Mercoulia has expanded his construction business 
internationally building a resort in Vanuatu on the island of Iririki and now has 
ongoing work in that country. The company employs over 50 people directly.  
 
 
 


